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III. — Some Notes on the Gulfs of Kos and Symi, in Anatolia. 
By Lieutenant Saumarez Brock, R.N. Communicated 
by Captain Beaufort, Hydrographer, Corr. Inst. France. 

Malta, 9.0th March, 1839. 
I have at length the satisfaction of forwarding the chart of the 
gulf of Kos, on the south-western coast of Anatolia, with the 
surveys of the various harbours contained in it, together with 
some sketches of the land, from the points most useful to distin- 
guish the approaches to them. 

The gulf occupies an extent of nearly GO miles from east to 
west, and is very deep, no bottom in the middle of it with 300 
fathoms of line, and even in the vicinity of the shore seldom less 
than from 50 to 70 fathoms. No chart extant gives an idea of 
its shape or extent, and the isthmus has been, hitherto, laid down 
apparently by guess. In the summer months the upper part of 
the gulf is unhealthy, and is abandoned by the inhabitants in 
order to escape the malaria : this, combined with the absence of 
fresh water on the coast, rendered our survey a work of some 
difficulty. I have completed the town and harbour of Budrun on 
the scale of 9 inches to a mile : I have traced the ancient walls, 
and fancy I have discovered the site of the mausoleum, which 
has been so often sought for unsuccessfully, and have got sketches 
of the has reliefs in the walls of the castle, and have little doubt 
but that they were brought from that celebrated monument. 
The shores of the gulf are almost uninhabited, but the numerous 
remains of both modern and ancient edifices prove that in former 
times it must have been densely peopled. The description of 
the isthmus given by Herodotus is true to this day : it is about 
half a mile broad : a natural ravine, which extends from the gulf 
of Symi, might, with a little exertion, and by digging through a 
hill of inconsiderable height, convert the Triopium promontory 
into an island. The structure of the isthmus appears to be vol- 
canic : it is composed of small vitrified rocks resembling lava, 
and would, doubtless, much annoy workmen in excavating 
through it ; although moderns who might undertake the task 
would find no great difficulty in connecting the two gulfs of Kos 
and Symi by a canal. I send a drawing of a gate standing 
amongst the ruins of ancient Keramus, interesting both from its 
antiquity, its solidity, its complete state of preservation, and the 
elaborate manner in which it is ornamented. The city has been 
of moderate size, but contains the remains of temples and porti- 
coes, which seem to have been overthrown by an earthquake, 
leaving, however, enough to show the wealth and good taste of 
its former inhabitants : after much search I found some imperfect 
inscriptions. The door-way and gate at Keramus approach in 
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form to the Egyptian style of architecture, which frequently 
occurs in this place, but no others are thus ornamented. The 
number of sarcophagi found along the shores of the gulf is consi- 
derable, more especially at Keramus, where a double line seems 
to have formed the principal entrance to the city : they are very 
massive, but have all been opened. Some fluted columns, with 
Corinthian capitals and well-executed amphorae and grape-vines, 
lead me to believe that a temple to Bacchus once existed there : 
the columns are in excellent preservation, but prostrate and over- 
grown with trees and shrubs. The city has passed through many 
hands, and several styles of architecture may be seen. The 
walls, which are plainly traced, and in some places perfect, are 
principally Cyclopean, repaired at different periods with Hellenic 
masonry, and guarded by square towers at unequal intervals : they 
are carried up to the foot of a range of hills joining the north end 
of the city. On a small hill at the extreme end of the range 
there has been a square fort, surrounded by a triple wall, which 
has probably been the citadel. At Giova, at the head of the 
gulf, I found some tombs cut in the rock, of which I also en- 
close a drawing and ground plan. 

[Mr. Brock's letter was accompanied by two large charts of the 
island and gulf of Kos, on the scale of 1| inch to a mile, showing 
the sites of the ancient towns, the heights of all the mountains, 
&c., together with various plans of ruins and several coloured 
drawings of headlands.] 



IV. — Note on a new Map of Kamchatka. Extract from a Letter 
from Professor Adolph Erman. 

Berlin, 16th February, 1 839- 
I have the honour to present to the Geographical Society my 
map of Kamchatka, the publication of which has been delayed 
by the care bestowed in superintending its engraving. With 
respect to the origin of this map, and the circumstances which 
might create some interest for it, I must refer to the first volume 
of the scientific part of the narrative of my journey, at pp. 209, 
289, 346, and 387, where I have collected together my observa- 
tions for latitude and longitude for about twenty points of the 
peninsula, and the barometric measurements of its mountains and 
elevated table-lands. At p. 346 I have compared the dimensions 
of the country according to all existing maps with those assigned 
to it by my own observations. They are at times reduced to two- 
fifths of the extent falsely assigned to them ; and the result was, 
that this province of the Russian empire might be well considered 
among the terra incognita:. I might add, in support of this 



